
You don't often get email from tfoster@hgi-fire.com. Learn why this is important

From: Thomas E. West <twest@suffolkva.us>
Subject: RE: Port 460 fire discussion
To: Tracey Foster <tfoster@hgi-fire.com>; Bourke, Katy <Katy.Bourke@kimley-horn.com>; Long, Kyle

<Kyle.Long@kimley-horn.com>; Karl Morris <karl@mataninc.com>; Nick Salameda
<nsalameda@rockefellergroup.com>; Adam James <ajames@suffolkva.us>; Ashlie H. Jordan
<ahjordan@suffolkva.us>; Kevin Hughes <khughes@suffolkva.us>; Paul J. Retel <pretel@suffolkva.us>;
Chris D. Cornwell <ccornwell@suffolkva.us>; Sean Day <sday@suffolkva.us>; Matthew A. Sims
<msims@suffolkva.us>; Kyle Collins <KCollins@hgi-fire.com>

Cc: Tyler Edwards <tyleredwards@clancytheys.com>; France, Dave <Dave.France@kimley-horn.com>; Matt
Connolly <mconnolly@hgi-fire.com>

Sent: May 13, 2025 2:45 PM (UTC-04:00)

Tacey,
 
We appreciate the illustration from the Code about the arrangement of the bypass around the booster pump,
and the check valve with monitored control valves.
 
Thanks,
Ed
 
Ed West, PE
City of Suffolk
Public Utilities
Utility Engineering Manager
(757) 514-7054 office
(757) 617-9019 cell
 
From: Tracey Foster <tfoster@hgi-fire.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 2025 1:50 PM
To: Bourke, Katy <Katy.Bourke@kimley-horn.com>; Long, Kyle <Kyle.Long@kimley-horn.com>; Karl Morris
<karl@mataninc.com>; Nick Salameda <nsalameda@rockefellergroup.com>; Adam James <ajames@suffolkva.us>;
Thomas E. West <twest@suffolkva.us>; Ashlie H. Jordan <ahjordan@suffolkva.us>; Kevin Hughes
<khughes@suffolkva.us>; Paul J. Retel <pretel@suffolkva.us>; Chris D. Cornwell <ccornwell@suffolkva.us>; Sean Day
<sday@suffolkva.us>; Matthew A. Sims <msims@suffolkva.us>; Kyle Collins <KCollins@hgi-fire.com>
Cc: Tyler Edwards <tyleredwards@clancytheys.com>; France, Dave <Dave.France@kimley-horn.com>; Matt Connolly
<mconnolly@hgi-fire.com>
Subject: RE: Port 460 fire discussion
 

Caution: This email originated from a source outside of the City of Suffolk. Do not click on links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and you know the content is safe.

Good afternoon, everyone.
 
Thank you again for taking the time to meet with us yesterday to discuss the fire protection infrastructure
requirements for Port 460 Building 2. Per the discussion, it is our understanding that the city has
concerns about the reliability of fire hydrants when they are installed downstream of a fire pump.
 
We believe that the requirements of 2019 NFPA 20, Standard for the Installation of Stationary Pumps
for Fire Protection, sufficiently address this concern by requiring that a bypass be provided around the
fire pump when the suction supply is of sufficient pressure to be of material value without the pump
[NFPA 20 §4.16.4.1]. The bypass is equipped with a check valve, installed between two control valves
which are required to be normally open so that the attached water supply is available automatically. The
check valve prevents water from circulating through the bypass back to the inlet side of the pump when

mailto:tfoster@hgi-fire.com
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the pump is running. The control valves are equipped with tamper switches which will be monitored by
the addressable fire alarm system in the normally open position, thereby generating a supervisory alarm
in the fire alarm system if one or both of the bypass control valves are closed. The required arrangement
is detailed in the annex of NFPA 20, and included below for reference:

It is also worth noting that the fire protection system is equipped with a Fire Department Connection
(“FDC”) that will be located adjacent to a city pressure hydrant and can be used to boost pressure to the
fire sprinkler system(s) and private fire hydrants (if/when the hydrants are installed downstream of a
private fire pump). In a true fire emergency, the responding fire fighters can elect to manually shut down
the fire pump and boost the pressure to the systems (both sprinkler and private fire hydrants) via a fire
department pumper truck through the FDC. This type of arrangement is acceptable per the requirements
of 2019 NFPA 24, Standard for the Installation of Private Fire Service Mains and Their Appurtenances,
and is commonly designed throughout the country.
 
It is our understanding that the civil engineer, Kimley Horn, is concerned about meeting the Appendix B
fire flow requirements (i.e., 2,000 gpm for 2-hr duration) at the required 20 psi at the most remote fire
hydrants serving Port 460 Building 2, as well as future buildings slated for Phase I and Phase II as the



building sites’ are further from the point of connection to the municipal water source.
 
HGI understands that the recently adopted amendments to the City of Suffolk Fire Prevention and
Protection Code provide an exception for the fire official to approve alternate fire hydrant arrangements
when the municipal water system cannot meet the fire flow demand. Under such a scenario, we
respectfully request that the city consider allowing the fire hydrants to be installed downstream of a fire
pump, since the presence of the pump bypass ensures that water will be available to the hydrants in the
event of a pump failure. If desired, an additional bypass could be provided to the underground fire loop
(comprised of a check valve in vault located between two control valves; Post-Indicator Valves or OS&Y
gate valves in roadway boxes). HGI has previously provided this arrangement in other jurisdictions to
offer redundancy to the interior pump bypass.
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you again for your time and
consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 

TRACEY FOSTER, SET, CFPS
Senior Fire Protection Technician

770-564-3505, Ext. 193

tfoster@hgi-fire.com
    

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Bourke, Katy <Katy.Bourke@kimley-horn.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2025 8:26 AM
To: Bourke, Katy; Long, Kyle; Karl Morris; Nick Salameda; Adam James; Thomas E. West; Ashlie H. Jordan; Kevin Hughes;
Paul J. Retel; Chris D. Cornwell; Sean Day; Matthew A. Sims; Kyle Collins; Tracey Foster
Cc: Tyler Edwards; France, Dave
Subject: Port 460 fire discussion
When: Monday, May 12, 2025 1:30 PM-2:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams Need help?

Join the meeting now

Dial in by phone
ates, Raleigh

Join on a video conferencing device
Tenant key:

COS - PII

COS - PII

COS - PII

COS - PII

tel:770-564-3505, Ext. 193
mailto:Katy.Bourke@kimley-horn.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7Cmsims%40suffolkva.us%7C06a4a8a5015f4c5cec6908dd924e44dc%7C31e631b906fe45d8bbd5bdd80288ff5f%7C0%7C0%7C638827587068453604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7LDSPHi5gibiFN56vg675KQnLd5h8Em%2Fb%2FLstducBQM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MTU5YmExZGYtOGJjZi00M2MyLTljNjEtNTNjMzI5MTdiM2Iy%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25227e220d30-0b59-47e5-8a81-a4a9d9afbdc4%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522fab67af6-611a-48fd-84f2-95658472ec2a%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cmsims%40suffolkva.us%7C06a4a8a5015f4c5cec6908dd924e44dc%7C31e631b906fe45d8bbd5bdd80288ff5f%7C0%7C0%7C638827587068476865%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V5t6c1hY6YoT164hUn20MhrPkjntf%2Bd200K%2BAaXuktc%3D&reserved=0


Video ID:
More info

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN

Enjoy your meeting!
Org help

________________________________________________________________________________
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Dfab67af6-611a-48fd-84f2-95658472ec2a%26tenantId%3D7e220d30-0b59-47e5-8a81-a4a9d9afbdc4%26threadId%3D19_meeting_MTU5YmExZGYtOGJjZi00M2MyLTljNjEtNTNjMzI5MTdiM2Iy%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7Cmsims%40suffolkva.us%7C06a4a8a5015f4c5cec6908dd924e44dc%7C31e631b906fe45d8bbd5bdd80288ff5f%7C0%7C0%7C638827587068516994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OLKJ6GWc0ycnEuGSwd6xUYn%2BR0rTcXAwvw0cnMxgaa0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing&data=05%7C02%7Cmsims%40suffolkva.us%7C06a4a8a5015f4c5cec6908dd924e44dc%7C31e631b906fe45d8bbd5bdd80288ff5f%7C0%7C0%7C638827587068529702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4BwMjmi%2FmwVsAD6YMRF%2Bqq0%2FksQ89B3%2FYaROok6KFL8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoftteams%2Ftutorial-meetings-in-teams&data=05%7C02%7Cmsims%40suffolkva.us%7C06a4a8a5015f4c5cec6908dd924e44dc%7C31e631b906fe45d8bbd5bdd80288ff5f%7C0%7C0%7C638827587068542091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3neHdzX%2B%2F9nSXiyvkPSLyVnAqxux2S1j%2Bd9kvJYWKpw%3D&reserved=0
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Public Records Exemptions
The following exemptions have been applied to the attached responsive
records pertaining to your request:

Reason Description Pages

COS -
PII

Please note the record contains information which is exempt
from disclosure under Section § 2.2-3705.1(1) of the Code of
Virginia due to the record containing information concerning
identifiable individuals.
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